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SAFE STREETS
OVERVIEW

Abita Springs water tower looking northwest on LA-36 ‘ /



SAFE STREETS OVERVIEW & OUTCOMES

Federal grant which allows the Town to
create a Comprehensive Safety Action
Plan, outlining projects and interventions
aimed at reducing and eliminating
serious injuries and fatal crashes
affecting all roadway users.

Guided by the Safe System Approach,
which involves a paradigm shift to
improve safety culture, increase
collaboration across all safety
stakeholders, and refocus transportation
system design and operation towards
anticipating human mistakes and lessening
impact forces to reduce crash severity
and save lives.

This planning has resulted in a Safe Streets
for All Action Plan, which includes:

* Data collection and analysis related to community
demographics, public health, land use, transportation
network, crash data, and equity considerations.

* Community engagement and collaboration that
informed existing conditions, tfransportation equity,
and project development and determinations.

* A safety analysis to identify transportation safety
improvement projects, cost estimates and
prioritization for both construction and
planning /policy recommendations.

* Town leadership commitment to reduce roadway
fatalities and serious injuries.

* Recommended annual progress tracking and
transparent reporting.



SAFETY ACTION PLAN TIMELINE
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PEOPLE & PLANNING
CONTEXT

Equity Considerations
Demographics
Public Health

Abita Springs Master Plan
Land Use

Traffic circle at LA-36 and LA-59 looking northwest




DEMOGRAPHICS

The grant application took o
regional look at demographics since
the Town amenities serve other
aredas.

A review of demographics helps
identify areas of need and focus for
equity considerations

As of the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau
American Community Survey counts,
the Town population is 2,639.

The service area in yellow to the
right includes a population of

40,286.

Town of Abita Springs and Service Area™

[ Abita Springs

Boundaries
Service Area
405.02
401.05
406.08 o
406.06"
406.07 40609
407.12
ndevill
N July 2024

Author: KAD, Desire Line
Source: TOAS, U.S. Census Bureau

401.06

407.11

CONATR |Eats damTom, Garmip afaGroph, METI/NASA, US
Estates Acres

GS, EPA, NPS, USDA, USFWS




DEMOGRAPHICS

The data collection included the

following demographics, among others:

* Population and age

* Vehicle access and mode share

Population & Age

Town of Abita Springs and Service Area

Percent of Population Under 18 Years of Age

Abita Springs
- Boundzf;iesg
% Under 18 Years of
Age
T <16%
1 16.1%-19%
19.1%-22%
B 22.1%-25%
I 25.1%-28%

N July 2024
Author: KAD, Desire Line

Source: TOAS, U.S. Census Bureau FNASA, USGS. EPA, NPS, USDA. USFWNS
- Ui ’

. % Under 18 % 18 Years % 65 Years i
Total Population Median Age
Years and Over and Over
Abita Springs 2,639 24.8% 75.2% 19.3% 40.1
Service Area 40,286 22.1% 77.9% 16.4% 40.4

Vehicle Access

Total Households | No Access to Vehicle (#)

No Access to Vehicle (%)

Abita Springs 1,052 42

3.99%

Service Area 15,889 490

3.08%

Note: two census tracts had higher percem‘c?
tracts 406.08 (10.44%) and 406.09 (8.9
of the Town.

es of the population without vehicles. These include
%). These are along the western border and southwest

Abita Springs Transportation Mode Share

to Work
0.00%
Drove Alone
= Carpool
M Bicycle, Motorcycle, Taxi
B Work at Home
68.78%

B Other (Including Public
Transit)




PUBLIC HEALTH

An understanding of public health and risk factors is also
important to numerous Safety Action Plan components
including engagement and collaboration, equity
considerations, safety analysis, and project selections.

Comparison of Health Factors for Adults 18 and Up'

Abita Springs St. Tammany Parish United States
Health Factor ) . .
Age Adjusted % Age Adjusted % Age Adjusted %

Asthma 9.6% 9.5% 9.7%
Depression (Past 14 Days) 26.3% 24.7% 19.8%
Binge drinking 19.4% 18.7% 16.7%
Disability: Mobility 12.3% 12.2% 11.9%
High blood pressure 31.8% 33.0% 29.6%
Mental Health Not Good (Past 17.4% 16.6% 15.2%
14 Days)

Obesity 34.2% 34.8% 33.0%

The darker red denotes higher percentages of health factors.
Note: "Age Adjusted" represents a percentage which has been normalized to account for age differences between population groups (e.g. The
population of the United States compared to the population of Abita Springs). This is different than a “Crude” percent for a single geography or
community. The age adjusted percentage is meant to provide a better comparison between the above groups.

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion, Division of Population Health. PLACES Data [online]. 2022 [accessed Jun 24 2024].




LAND USE & MASTER PLAN

The Abita Springs Master Plan, adopted in

February 2024, outlines the Town’s vision for the

future and sets goals under six main planning jABHT&
pillars: SE\LN)GS

* Community Design & Historic Preservation MAS’][‘]ER\ PLAN
* Land Use

* Mobility
* Natural Resources and Resilience
* Regional Coordination

* Economic Development

The Safety Action Plan is aligned with goals

TowN oF ABITA SPRINGS

and objectives in the Master Plan. FEBRUARY 2024
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Harrison Ave. and LA-59 looking north



TRANSPORTATION

NETWORK

25 miles locally-maintained roads
/ miles state-maintained roads

4 miles parish-maintained roads

Local or parish roads comprise 70% of the
network but 11% of total crashes.

&3 Abita City Limits
— State

— Parish

Town

el

N
August 2024
Author: CAG

025 05
T A 1 1 1

0
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INAN®, Esn, TomTom. Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnolo

1 Miles "
J

CRkce
NASA USGS, EPA NPS, US Census Bureaw, USDA. USFWS




CRASH ANALYSIS

Town of Abita Springs Crash

Data 2016-2023 | il ¥
Crashes within Town limits were
analyzed by frequency and e
separated by severity ranging vk
from "None" to Eﬁ%ﬁl
"Severe/Moderate."

This analysis highlights areas
where most crashes occur and
shows which result in more
dangerous accidents.

N
August 2024
Author: CAG

0 0.25 05 1 Miles




CRASH DENSITY

Shows all crashes greater than or
equal to 16 crashes within a 100-
foot radius.

Town of Abita Springs
Density-Based Clustering

N
August 2024
Author: CAG

0 0.25 05

1Miles

Clusters represented
by a color include a
minimum of 16
crashes within a 100’
radius
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Abita Springs Trailhead looking southeast




COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

PO rtunities for Improvement

#7 Comments and Stay in Touch

nformation about the project, please visit: AbitaSpringsSafeStr®

ion 1: How the Transportation Network is Used Today

ich modes of transportation do you currently use to travel around

bita Springs?

heck all that apply.

Vehicle Electric vehicle

Electric bicycle

Bicycle

Stakeholder
Interviews

Walking

\Taxi/Uber/Lyft

Other trans)

n
)
e "other transportation” above, please explain: (U p Com I n g )

portation (please list

Safety Task Force =
Meetings (3)

Surveys (56)

& Map Exercise (51)

2 Community
Meetings 5
(65 attendees)

Art & Farmers Market
Tabling (30 interactions)
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PROJECT, PLANNING &
POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS

Tammany Trace over the Abita River




KEY INTERSECTIONS FOR SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

3 Abita City Limits
@ Quality of Life

@ Irregular Intersection
@ Crash Frequency L]_

1
Key Location Intersection Analysis @) 0@

Highway 59 /Harrison Ave.

Roundabout

14 E
Highway 36 /Grover St. & .5 .13 §
Main/Maple St. D 12 S
. . 11 o @ @
Highway 36 /Highway 59 .'2 3

. Abita Springs

Highway 435/Allen Rd.
Highway 435/Main St. .\
Highway 59 /Heintz St. - ,‘9
Highway 36 /Dundee St. .

Highway 435/Prats Dairy Rd. '
Highway 59 /Holly St.
Main/Pine St.

Hickory St. Bridge
Highway 36 /Dahlia St.
Highway 59 /Centerboard Ln. N

August 2024 —
A Author: CAG D

0 025 05
1

L L 1 1

s,
S,

e

alrlolsZIg e |e|N|o o |~ |w v |—

0 CONANP, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechrolofigsdas. J
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EXAMPLE IMPROVEMENT- HWY 59 & HARRISON (1

Information in Safe Streets for All Action Plan

Project Description No.1 - Harrison Avenue and Louisiana 59

Figure 1: Aerial Photograph, Highway 59 and Harrison Avenue

Safety Analysis: 142 crashes occurred between 2016 and 2023 in the vicinity of this intersection.
The vicinity is noted as the beginning of the gore area (triangular space between a roadway and
entrance/exit lane) of the southbound travel lane and the turn lanes associated with the
intersection from the east and northbound directions. The primary contributing factor of most of
these crashes is inattentive or distracted driving. The middle lane of the north end of the
intersection is a point of concern. Its function does not substantially serve the general public. At
best, it is used for utility vehicles to get to the utilities on the east side of the intersection. It may
be used for traffic attempting to turn left out of the gas station onto LA 59, but this can be a
dangerous maneuver due to the frequent traffic buildup during peak flow times. This traffic
buildup causes a lack of sufficient sight distance for drivers attempting to turn onto the highway.
The middle lane also provides the potential to be improperly used as a passing lane. Passing at
this point is dangerous because the road tapers narrower as the driver heads north, eliminating
the middle lane and becoming a two-lane, two-way road. Another issue this intersection has is
that drivers turning left onto Harrison Avenue have no pavement markers to indicate the optimal
path for turning. This, coupled with the left turn only lane on Harrison being in line with the right
turn lane, results in drivers turning left and clipping other vehicles. This is especially true with
vehicles requiring wide turns such as large trucks and vehicles towing trailers.

Proposed Project: The Louisiana Department of Transpartation has programmed a roundabout
for this intersection as a part of the Highway Priority Program under State Project Number
H.015712. The proposed project is listed as being funded by the FHWA Surface Transportation
Program (STP). At the time of this plan, the project is in design.

Roundabouts are suitable for large amounts of traffic flow while reducing speed, crash severity,
and crash frequency in and around an intersection. This location could benefit from a roundabout
because it would encourage people to slow down while approaching and pay more attention
while navigating the intersection.

Community Input: Feedback received from both the Safety Task Force and the Community
regarding this proposed project was supportive of the proposed project. Some of the comments
received included a preference for a traditional circular roundabout in lieu of the compact
roundabout recently installed elsewhere in St. Tammany Parish under a separate state highway
project. There were also concerns expressed about the roundabouts size and turning radius
being sufficient to handle existing and future traffic volumes. This proposed project is also
included within the Town of Abita Springs Master Plan, which includes the proposed roundabout
as a suggestion under the Mobility Section of the Master Plan.



EXAMPLE IMPROVEMENT- HWY 59 & HARRISON (1

Plan sheets in appendix

7 4
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PLANNING & POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

* Reduced Speeds & Speeding
Enforcement

* Traffic Calming Measures

* Connections to the Tammany Trace

* Adoption of a Complete Streets Policy
* Safe Routes to Schools

* Pursuit of Jurisdiction of State-
Maintained Highways

* Golf Cart Mobility
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Abita Springs Town Hall during Level St. construction



LEADERSHIP & TRANSPARENCY

Leadership Commitment Transparency

Annual public reporting and benchmarking
is recommended for the Action Plan,
including:

RESOLUTION NO: XX

ARESOLUTION SETTING AS OFFICIAL POLICY THE SAFE STREETS FOR ALL ACTION PLAN'S
VISION ZERO GOAL TO REDUCE LOSS OF LIFE OR SERIOUS INJURY TO ZERO ON ABITA
SPRINGS ROADWAYS BY 2035

WHEREAS the Town of Abita Springs received funding from the U.S. Department of o An annud I p rog ress U pd Ote re po r'l' eqgac h S p ring .

Transportation Safe Streets and Roads for All (S54A) grant program to develop the comprehensive
Abita Springs Safe Streets Action Plan: and

WHEREAS 554A grant program is guided by the Safe System Approach, which inveolves a paradigm

shift to improve safety culture, increase collaboration across all safety stakeholders, and refocus ® TI’CI C ki n g fCI 1- d I crd Shes ( C I ass K) an d se I’iOU S

transportation system design and operatien towards anticipating human mistakes and lessening
impact forces to reduce crash severity and save lives: and

injury /incapacitating crashes (Class A) benchmarked
against the original plan data (2016-2023).

WHEREAS Vision Zero is the concept that traffic deaths and serious injuries on our roadways are
unacceptable; and

WHEREAS the Abita Springs transportation network serves an increasing number of vulnerable
road users such as pedestrians, wheelchair users, bicyclists, and golf cart drivers; and

WHEREAS between 2016-2023 there were 655 total crashes reported on Abita Springs roadways,

including sb reported with pedestrian involvement; and e A list of all planning, policies, or project infrastructure that
WHEREAS between 2016-2023 there were 11 Class A (incapacitating) crashes and 0 Class K (fatal) e o
crashes reported on Abita Springs roadways: and has been completed to date or is in progress.

WHEREAS the Abita Springs Safe Streets for All Action Plan works in alignment with regional efforts
to increase roadway safety: and

WHEREAS the 2024 Abita Springs Master Plan Mobility Chapter 4.2.1 includes “Adopt a Vision Zero
Policy in erder to eliminate or mitigate dangers to cyclists of all ages and levels of experience.”; and

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Board of Alderman of the Town of Abita Springs,
the adoption of the Safe Streets for All Action Plan's Vision Zero geal to reduce loss of life or sericus
injury to zero on Abita Springs Roadways by 2035.

This reselution adopted on metion of
November 2024.

seconded by . on the 6T day of




QUESTIONS &

COMMENTS
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